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Society: News and Notes

NEWS AND NOTES
The Fifteenth Number of Tequesta
The annual publication of the Historical Association of
Southern Florida for 1955 continues the tradition of interesting
articles and able editing which has been established by its
editor, Charlton W. Tebeau. Ruby Leach Carson tells the story
of Miami Beach from its incorporation in 1915 with 33 registered voters to the city of 1955. “Vizcaya” by Adam G. Adams
describes the buildings and gardens and the history of Vizcaya, the former home of James Deering which is now maintained by the Dade County Park Department and is open to
the public. Charles W. Arnade analyzes the controversy between England and Spain on the ownership of the Florida
Keys in 1763 in “Florida Keys: English or Spanish in 1763?”
In “On Blockade Duty in Florida Waters,” William J. Schellings gives excerpts from the diary of Doctor Walter Keeler
Scofield who was on duty in Florida waters attached to the
United States gunboat Sagamore during the Civil War. Included
in the current issue of Tequesta is a five page table of contents
for the fourteen volumes issued from 1941 through 1954. The
annual report of the treasurer of the Association lists 562 members
and assets of more than $14,000.
Activities of Historical Societies
President Thomas W. Hagan reports that a new attendance
record of approximately 1,400 was established at the January
31st meeting of the Historical Association of Southern Florida.
Edwin A. Link told his audience of his search for the Santa
Maria, flagship of Columbus, and showed a color film of his
expedition.
William Sears of the Florida State Museum described the
“excavations on the Upper St. Johns” at the February 8th meeting of the Jacksonville Historical. He reported the work done
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in excavations near St. Johns Bluff overlooking Chicopit Bay
on the property belonging to William H. Browne.
Occie Clubbs has written that the Pensacola Historical Society has had excellent speakers for its programs and interest
in history in the Pensacola area is unusually high this year.
Among the notable speakers were: Francis Taylor, a direct
descendant of John Innerarity, the last surviving partner of
Panton, Leslie and Company; Frederick Wicke, who read selections from the diary of his ancestor; Dixie Beggs, attorney
for the Santa Rosa Island Authority, who told of the history
of the Island; W. C. Payne recounted the history of Fort San
Bernardo; Earl Hoffman gave reminiscences of service as a
United States district attorney. In March a replica of the warehouse of Panton, Leslie and Company was dedicated by officials
of the City of Pensacola and the Historical Society.
Conference on Local History
A one day conference on the writing of local history was
held on February 15 at the Shelburne Hotel, Miami Beach, under the sponsorship of the University of Miami, the Historical
Association of Southern Florida, and the American Jewish History Center. Charlton W. Tebeau of the University of Miami
served as chairman of the morning session on the sources for
regional history in the South. L. Quincy Mumford, Librarian
of Congress, was the principal speaker with Rembert W. Patrick
and Christopher Crittenden, director of the North Carolina Department of State Archives and History as discussants. Vice
President H. Franklin Williams of the University of Miami presided at the luncheon and Provost Moshe Davis of the Jewish
Theological Seminary described the projected history of South
Florida. Samuel Proctor of the University of Florida and Rabbi
Irving Lehrman of Temple Emmanu-El delivered papers on
“Early Jewish Settlement in Florida, 1764-1900,” and “The Jewish Community of Greater Miami, 1896-1955,” in the afternoon
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session. Kathryn Abbey Hanna of Winter Park and Walter B.
Posey of Agnes Scott College and Emory University discussed
the papers. Thomas D. Clark of the University of Kentucky
summarized the work of the conference as its moderator. Plans
College News
Weymouth T. Jordan became head of the department of
history at the Florida State University on July 1, 1955, after
serving as acting head during 1954-1955. George A. Lensen,
Victor S. Mamatey, and Benjamin F. Rogers, Jr., were promoted
to associate professors. Grants-in-aid from the University’s Research Council enabled Earl R. Beck, Weymouth T. Jordan,
Victor S. Mamatey, and Mary E. Thomas to do research work
in the archives of Alabama and Georgia, the Hoover War Library at Stanford University, and in various libraries and depositories in London. Two books were released during 1955:
George Washington Campbell: Western Statesman by Jordan
and Russia’s Japan Expedition of 1852 to 1855 by George A.
Lensen. Earl A. Beck’s Verdict on Schacht: A study in the Problem of Political ‘‘Guilt” and Lensen’s Yalta Agreement will appear in 1956. Jordan and Charles S. Davis are under contract
with the Confederate Publishing Company to do books for the
Confederate Centennial Studies, a new series which will begin
to appear in 1956. The titles of Jordan’s works will be “Planters’
Conventions in the Ante Bellum South,” and “Noah B. Cloud
and the Promotion of Southern Agriculture.” Davis will write
on “Colin J. McRae, Financial Agent of the Confederacy.”
At St. Petersburg Junior College a large number of courses
are offered in history for juniors and seniors. Although the
College does not have departments the following are teaching
one or more classes in history: T. R. Parker, Jack Mauney, E. L.
Noel, Jr., W. H. Bowers, and G. K. Young. T. R. Parker, who
is a member of the Florida Historical Society, is planning to
represent his College at the annual meeting in St. Augustine.
John E. Johns of Stetson University is on leave of absence

Published by STARS, 1955

3

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 34 [1955], No. 4, Art. 9
376

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

to complete the requirements for his Ph D. degree. He has
been doing research in the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History
at the University of Florida on the subject of “Florida During
the Civil War.”
After acting as head of the department of history last year,
Donald E. Worcester has been named head of the department
at the University of Florida. The following members of the
staff received promotions: George Bentley, George Osborn,
A. E. Hammond, Oscar Svarlien, and Donald E. Worcester,
from associate to professor; L. N. McAlister and Arthur Thompson from assistant to associate; and Herbert J. Doherty from
instructor to assistant. New members of the department are
interim instructors David M. Chalmers and Clifton K. Yearley
and assistant professor John K. Mahon. Rembert W. Patrick
returned to the department after being at Yale University in
1954-1955 on a Ford Faculty Fellowship. David L. Dowd resumed his teaching duties in February on his return from France
where he had been doing research on grants from the Social
Science Research Council and the American Philosophical Society. After studying in France last year on a Guggenheim
Fellowship, Arthur L. Funk returned to the University in September, but resigned in February to accept service with the
United States Department of State and will be stationed in
Damascus. John A. Harrison is on leave of absence as a Ford
Faculty Fellow. The Growth and Culture of Latin America
by Donald E. Worcester will be published this spring. Two
book length manuscripts, “The Fuero Militar in New Spain,
1764-1800: A Study in Civil-Military Conflict,” by L. N. McAlister and “Richard Keith Call: Southern Unionist,” by Herbert J. Doherty have been accepted for publication. R. W. Patrick
has signed an agreement to do a study of “The Day That Richmond Fell” for the Confederate Centennial Studies. This summer he will be visiting professor at Columbia University and
will be teaching graduate courses in Civil War and Recon-
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struction. William J. Schellings resigned as a graduate assistant
in January to accept a teaching position at State Teachers
College, Troy, Alabama.
James W. Covington of Tampa University is proceeding rapidly and well with his history of de West Coast of Florida.
Charles W. Arnade’s “The Emergence of the Republic of Bolivia” has been accepted for publication by the University of
Florida Press.
Needed Public School Material
For many years members of the Society have urged the
adoption of books relating to Florida for the elementary and
high school grades. This concern for our history is shared by
the State Department of Education, the State Courses of Study
Committee, and the State Textbook Rating Committee. Last
year Superintendent Thomas D. Bailey called for material on
various grade levels for 1956, but only one manuscript was
submitted, and it was not found suitable for adoption. The
State Superintendent of Education has indicated that he will
again recommend that adoptions be considered in 1957 for the
following: social studies texts for the fourth grade which will include both historical and geographical material, social studies
texts for the seventh and eighth grades, and texts on Florida
government for the ninth grade. Individuals who plan to write
texts should study Education Department bulletins number 30,
Social Studies in the Elementary School and number 28 (revised edition), Social Studies in the Secondary School. Books
on Florida are urgently needed. Writers who wish to work on
texts or supplementary texts may receive additional information
by writing to Sam H. Moorer, chairman, State Course of Study
Committee, Department of Education, Tallahassee.
The Annual Meeting of our Society
As a result of over-crowding in the Ponce de Leon Hotel,
the date of the annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society
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has been changed. The centennial meeting will be held in St.
Augustine on April 13 and 14 with headquarters in the Ponce
de Leon Hotel. John Griffin and his program committee have
arranged an interesting meeting, and St. Augustine is always
worth a visit in itself. If you have not already made plans,
write to the Ponce de Leon for reservations and be present for
this centennial celebration.
Voice in the Wind
Approximately 1,500 people attended the opening of the
”Voice in the Wind” on February 4 at the Suncoast Theatre in
Ruskin, Florida. This outdoor drama depicts incidents in the
territorial history of Florida from the change of flags at Pensacola in 1821 to the activities at Fort Brooke nineteen years
later. The story is mainly concerned with the events of the
Seminole War, and is a combination of history and fiction. The
cast of the drama numbers almost one hundred and action takes
place on what is in effect three stages. The beautiful Suncoast
Theatre has a capacity of 2,000 and admission prices range
from $1.50 to $3.00. Special group rates may be obtained for
parties of ten or more. The “Voice in the Wind” will continue
every day except Monday until April 15 and will be given
again during the 1957 season.
Gifts
The Society has received three important gifts. Gertrude
N. L’Engle gave eight numbers of the Quarterly including the
rare numbers in volumes three, four, and five. Her valuable
gift enables the Society to complete a file of the Quarterly.
Hester Fleming Williams (Mrs. Herbert E. Williams) contributed four volumes of the letter-books of Francis P. Fleming
which cover the period May, 1901 to April, 1908. This material is in excellent condition and it is fitting that these letterbooks be in the library of the Society with which former Gov-
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ernor Fleming was so interested and to which he contributed
so much. Mrs. Frank E. Jennings gave a packet of letters, many
of which pertain to the activities of the Society and are important to a history of the organization. We are grateful for
these gifts from Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Jennings and to Dena
Snodgrass and Richard P. Daniel who were of service in delivering
the gifts to the Society.
THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY
The eighth annual meeting of the Florida Anthropological
Society was held at Rainbow Springs on Saturday, February 25,
1956. Officers elected were: Charles H. Fairbanks, president
(Florida State University); John W. Griffin, first vice president
(St. Augustine Historical Society); J. E. Dovell, second vice
president (University of Florida); Marvin J. Brooks, secretary
(Miami); Ripley P. B u llen, treasurer (Florida State Museum).
Executive committeemen elected were: Charlton W. Tebeau
(University of Miami), H. James Gut (Sanford), Wilfred T.
Neill (Research Division, Ross Allen Reptile Institute). Adelaide K. Bullen (Florida State Museum) continues her term as
editor.
Attendance at the annual meeting was the largest in the
history of the society. During the past year more new members were added to the society than during any previous year.
Retiring President Wilfred T. Neill reported the society’s membership consists of approximately 60 per cent professionals and
institutions and 40 per cent nonprofessionals.
Seventeen papers covered a wide and pertinent range of
topics: Spanish armor found in Florida, Florida Seminole trade,
Creek archaeology, color slides of famous European archaeological sites and specimens, recent excavations in Florida, radiocarbon dates from Florida, a demonstration of poleo-Indian
artifacts, color slides of famous archaeological sites in Yucutan,
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a paper on Timucua dialects, a research project in physical anthropology, and a discussion of inhabitants of southwestern
Florida, 1820-1830.

A complete file of the Florida Historical Quarterly with the
rare volume III, number 1 in a photostat copy is available at
a fair price. Since such files are seldom offered, individuals
and libraries have an unusual opportunity. Interested parties
should write directly to the owner, R. L. Goulding, 930 West
Jefferson Street, Tallahassee.
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